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TRIBES OF VIRGINIA FEDERAL
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OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today
I am joined by my fellow Virginians Reps. Jo
Ann Davis, Tom Davis, Bobby Scott, and Ed-
ward Schrock and Rep. Neil Abercrombie of
Hawaii in introducing the “Thomasina E. Jor-
dan Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Recogni-
tion Act.”

This legislation will grant federal recognition
to six Indian tribes in Virginia: the Chicka-
hominy Tribe, Chickahominy Indian Tribe
Eastern Division, the Upper Mattaponi, the
Rappahannock Tribe, the Monacan Tribe, and
the Nansemond Tribe.

As we approach the 400th anniversary of
the first permanent European settlement in
North America, we are long overdue in recog-
nizing the direct descendants of the native
Americans, who met these settlers. We must
acknowledge these historic tribes and the sig-
nificance of their heritage. Together, the men
and women of these tribes represent a long
neglected part of our nation’s history.

Like much of our early history as a nation,
the Virginia tribes were subdued, pushed off
their land, and, up through much of the 20th
Century, denied full rights as U.S. citizens.
Despite their devastating loss of land and pop-
ulation, the Virginia Indians successfully over-
came years of racial discrimination that denied
them equal opportunities to pursue their edu-
cation and preserve their cultural identity. That
story of survival doesn’t encompass decades,
it spans centuries of racial hostility and coer-
cive state and state-sanctioned actions. Unlike
most tribes that resisted encroachment and
obtained federal recognition when they signed
peace treaties with the federal government,
Virginia's six tribes signed their peace treaties
with the Kings of England. Most notable
among these was the Treaty of 1677 between
these tribes and Charles the II.

In more recent times, this racial hostility cul-
minated with the enactment and brutal en-
forcement of Virginia's Racial Integrity Act of
1924. This act empowered zealots, like Walter
Plecker, a state official, to destroy records and
reclassify in Orwellian fashion all non-whites
as “colored.” To call yourself a “Native Amer-
ican” in Virginia was to risk a jail sentence of
up to one year. Married couples were denied
marriage certificates or even unable to obtain
the release of their newborn child from a hos-
pital until they changed their ethnicity on the
state record to read “colored,” not “Native
American.” For much of the 20th Century ad-
mission to public schools education was de-
nied. These and other indignities are part of a
shameful legacy experienced in our lifetime.

More to the point, this legacy has also com-
plicated these tribes’ quest for federal recogni-
tion, making it difficult to furnish corroborating
state and official documents. It wasn't until
1997 when then Governor George Allen
signed legislation directing state agencies to
correct state records that had deliberately
been altered to list Virginia Indians on official
state documents as “colored.”

Federal recognition would provide what the
government has long denied, legal protections
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and financial obligations, including certain so-
cial services and benefits the federal govern-
ment provides the 562-recognized tribes.

| know that the gambling issue may be at
the forefront of some people’s concerns. In re-
sponse to this concern, | have worked to close
any potential legal loopholes in this legislation
to ensure that the state could prevent casino-
type gaming by the tribes. Having maintained
a close relationship with many of the members
of these tribes, | believe they are sincere in
their claims that gambling is inconsistent with
their values. This position is already borne out
by the fact that none of the tribes today en-
gage in bingo gambling despite the fact that
they have all established non-profit organiza-
tions that are permitted under Virginia law to
operate bingo games despite compelling finan-
cial needs that revenues from bingo could ad-
dress.

The real issue for the tribes is one of rec-
ognition and the long overdue need for the
federal government to affirm their identity as
Native Americans. Coupled with this affirma-
tion is an opportunity for the tribes to establish
a more equitable relationship with the state
and secure federal financial assistance for the
tribes’ social services, health care and housing
needs. Many of their older members face the
prospect of retiring without pensions and
health benefits that most Americans take for
granted.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

————
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OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Ms. LINDA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, on May 9th and 10th of this year, the
Latino Youth Leadership Institute (LYLI) will
hold its 2nd Annual Latino Youth Leadership
Conference and Awards Dinner.

The initial inspiration to establish LYLI came
out of the participation of students, young pro-
fessionals and community leaders in the an-
nual United States Hispanic Leadership Con-
ference (USHLC). In the spring of 1999, after
receiving information about the USHLC, a
small group of community leaders made a
commitment to send a delegation from Orange
County to the conference in Chicago. The
group succeeded in raising enough money to
send the largest delegation from the furthest
location to the USHLC. More importantly, they
have continued to send a delegation of stu-
dents each year.

Early in 2001, a group of USHLC Alumni
began a series of meetings to explore the pos-
sibility of organizing a youth leadership con-
ference in 2002 and to discuss the feasibility
of establishing a nonprofit organization. LYLI
was created to pursue its mission of increas-
ing civic participation, promoting higher edu-
cation, and cultivating a new generation of
leaders to meet today’s challenges and tomor-
row's expectations. LYLI was formally incor-
porated as a 501 (C) 3 organization in Decem-
ber of 2001. The establishment of LYLI
evolved gradually over a three-year period of
time and would not have occurred without the
perseverance of numerous volunteers and the
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support of elected officials, corporations, gov-
ernment entities, labor unions, and other com-
munity organizations.

The year 2002 was a historic one for LYLI.
After years of thinking, planning, and meeting,
LYLI organized its very first Latino Youth
Leadership Conference and Awards Dinner.
Over 1,000 high school and college students
attended the Latino Youth Rally and Job Fair.
As a result of this conference, some of the
students volunteered and registered over 700
new voters. This year over 2,000 high school
and college students from throughout South-
ern California are expected to participate in
the Latino Youth Leadership Conference.

Although LYLI's success can be attributed
to many contributors, supporters, and volun-
teers, two individuals deserve special recogni-
tion for their willingness to involve themselves
completely in the creation, growth, and devel-
opment of the Latino Youth Leadership Insti-
tute. As CoFounders of LYLI, President
Ignacio “Nash” Orozco and Vice-President
Bob Martinez have worked passionately and
tirelessly to build an organization that would
be able to motivate, inspire and train a new
generation of Latino youth to realize their full
potential as leaders.

Because of the commitment and dedication
demonstrated by Mr. Orozco and Mr. Mar-
tinez, thousands of Latino Youth have already
benefited from the work of LYLI, and thou-
sands more are likely to be part of LYLI's
most promising future. | salute the determina-
tion of both Mr. Orozco and Mr. Martinez to
stay the course and oversee the trans-
formation of their vision of what could be to
having a real, living, functioning organization
capable of shaping the dreams and aspira-
tions of our nation’s youth.

———
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Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, health care costs in-
crease annually. 40 million Americans cur-
rently go uninsured. 38 million Americans de-
pend on Medicare for their health care. With
these challenges before us, Congress must
act to provide the most comprehensive and
cost effective health care services available.
For this reason, | am reintroducing the Medi-
care Telehealth Validation Act of 2003.

| firmly believe that telemedicine is the best
preventative medicine. The techniques and
consultative efficiency provided by telehealth
services reduce costs by diagnosing diseases
and disorders before they progress. By ex-
panding Medicare reimbursement for tele-
health technology, we will be cutting illnesses
off at the pass, and reducing overall costs.

Furthermore, telemedicine can meet the
needs of underserved populations. According
to researchers from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, there were 80 physi-
cians per 100,000 persons in most rural areas
in 1998, compared with 308.5 physicians per
100,000 in urban areas and 223.5 physicians
per 100,000 persons in the suburbs. The
youth death rate from all causes was 58.5 per
100,000 persons in most rural areas from
1996 to 1998, compared with 44.5 per
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